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and philosophy, and all that can be attempted now is a
mere outline of the subject. The conditions which have
produced the differences between the East and the West
might be considered from the economic, the political, the
social, the mental or the moral points of view, and their
resultant is very complex. One thing is, however, seen in
all Eastern nations with any degree of civilisation, namely,
the ascendency of their religion and philosophy in their
political institutions, and in their mental and industrial acti-
vities, and which is apparent in what is sometimes called the
" soul of the people."

It has been stated with a consideiable amount of truth
that love of the Ultimate and the Universal is the common
thought inheritance of every Asiatic race, thus enabling
them to produce all the great religions of the world and
distinguishing them from the majority of the peoples of the
West, and especially from those engaged in trade and
industry, who love to dwell on the Particular, and to search
out the means, not the end, of life. In plainer language,
the peoples of the East work that they may live the lives
which their religions teach them are the best, while those
of the West struggle for the means of existence and all the
accessories connected therewith, and overlook the develop-
ment of their higher natures. They attempt to "gain the
whole world," or as much of it as they can, but the majority
seem to " lose their own souls," that is to say, all that should
be best in their lives. There are, of course, some excep-
tional persons who fully recognise the meaning and the
object of life, but the extent to which professing Christians
as a whole attempt to combine the worship of God and
Mammon is a constant wonder to thoughtful Easterns,
Lecky, in his Map of Life^ has pointed out with much con-
ciseness a fundamental difference between the East and
the West. " It is eminently characteristic of Eastern
nations," he says, " to place their ideals mainly in states of
mind or feeling rather than in changes of circumstances,
and in such nations men are much less desirous than in